
2009 ended with a wonderful 
Christmas party. Thank you 
Debbie, Gus, and Sue for 
organizing the party. Thanks 
Debbie and Gus for the 
wonderful sandwiches. Yum! 
And does LT have great 
cooks? Yes we do!!! Thank 
you all for the tasty appetiz-
ers, salads, and desserts that 
you donated. They were great 
and enjoyed by all. The 
Christmas raffle was festive 
and fun. Hmmm, how come 
some folks know how many 
candies it takes to fill a jar? 
Amazing! 

 

And now a new year has 
begun. I am honored to ac-
cept the position of President 
this year. My husband and I 
have long been active mem-
bers of Lyons Township 
DTC, earning our first CD in 
1965. The club, its purpose, 
and its members are very 
important to us. Please feel 
free to stop and talk to me at 
club or give me a call if you 
have a concern. Iõm that 

short lady you see walking 
around with a basset 
hound. My home phone is 
(630)644-3650. Email jem-
bassets@aol.com. 

 

Our annual awards ban-
quet took place on Feb 
20th. I hope you had a 
wonderful time. As al-
ways, it was a great dinner 
and raffle and an opportu-
nity to cheer for the new 

titles earned by our memberõs 
dogs. 

 

We like to remember our 
members when something 
happy or sad occurs in their 
lives. If you hear of a mem-
ber adding a new child to 
their family, an illness, or loss 
of a loved one, please contact 
Gail Meyers, our Social 
Chairperson, with the infor-
mation, so that she can send 
an acknowledgement from 
the club. She can be reached 
at (708)449-5066 or via email 
at daldog2@sbcglobal.net 

 

We have exciting news for 
our mixed breed dogs! Own-
ers of mixed breed dogs can 
now go to the AKC Website 
and download an application 
for the new program. This 
program allows mixed breed 
dog owners to list their dogs 
and participate in AKC Agil-
ity, Obedience and Rally 
events starting April 1, 2010. 
Iõve seen some of the mixed 
breed dogs working in class 
and doing very well! Get your 
AKC listing number now so 
that you will have it in time 
to participate in the Lyons 
Township trial. It would be 
really special to have your 
dog make its debut at your 
clubõs trial. Lyons Town-
shipõs trial takes place May 
15th and 16th. Our trial offers 
classes in Obedience, Rally, 
and Agility.  

 

Letõs all get out and trial our 
dogs! 

Happy Tails, Elaine 
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The instructing staff held one of its semi-
annual meetings at the Odeum last month 
as is required by the constitution and the 
following topics were discussed: 

 

¶ Class numbers have begun to pick up 
and the board has continued to look into 
other ways to increase enrollment. 

¶ Changes in our puppy class level such 
as including some agility obstacles and 
adding an AKC Puppy Star evaluation at 
the end of each session. 

¶ Surveys have been sent out to past 
students and results were discussed. 

¶ A number of staff had been released 
from primarily obedience instruction due 

to low enrollment. 

¶ The Novice 1 class goals have been 
altered with the hopes of making this 
class more relevant to our students. 

¶ A discussion on staff Web use and 
the new Directors blog. 

¶ A discussion on offering regularly 
scheduled fun matches throughout the 
year and even adding one the night be-
fore our annual trial. 

¶ The addition of a new Beginner 
Rally class that will operate directly be-
fore the Competition class. The sugges-
tion of new staff for our Rally and Agility 
classes which have continued to grow. 

A discussion on the importance of our 

students to be more in control of their 
dogs to insure that all dog/handler 
teams are able to have a positive, pro-
ductive training experience. The need 
to crate if you are unable to control 
and the need for all dogs to be on leash 
unless they are performing an off leash 
exercise. 

 

Congratulations to all 2009 Award re-
cipients who were honored for their 
achievements at our annual Awards 
Banquet in February. Our club mem-
bers had been busy competing over 
this past year and Iõm really happy to 
report that all three dog sport; Rally, 
Obedience & Agility were equally rep-
resented. 

a board member. The support I received 
the last six years has been overwhelming. 
There have been many challenges, won-
derful learning opportunities and major 
successes.  

As a premier dog club, weõve accom-
plished so much together, especially over 
the past two years. With our achieve-
ments, we can continue to look forward to 

As I end my term as president, I want to 
thank all the board members, committee 
members, all the LTDTC club members 
and the Odeum family for their tremen-
dous commitment and dedication to 
LTDTC. It has been a pleasure, and I was 
honored to serve as your president. I ap-
preciate the confidence you placed in me 
by allowing me to serve you as president 
the last two years; as vice president and as 

a strong future. While there is still 
much to do moving forward into 
2010, I want to take this opportunity 
to welcome new LTDTC president 
Elaine McDowell. I urge everyone to 
continue their much-appreciated 
efforts and support.  

Passing the Gavel by Aimee Busse 

Director of Training Report ñ by Bill Casey 
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Candy Cane Lane 

by Susan Sobyra & Debbie Sazma 

The theme was Candy Cane Lane, the date 
was December 15th, the weather was cold, 
and it was the holiday party night at Lyons. 
It was an evening full of fun. Thanks to all 
of you, we had some delicious food and a 
special thanks to Debbie Sazma and Gus 
Pusateri for the mostaccioli and beef sand-
wiches. We hope you all went home with a 
great gift from the fabulous grab bag game. 
New this year, we also had a guessing jars 
game, where we found out that we have 
some people great at estimating in our club. 
One person even managed to guess the ex-
act amount of candies in one of the jars!  

 

A big thank you also goes out to Laura 
Plasketes for organizing the awesome 
raffle we had that night and to Ron 
Gignac for always being our great raffle-

master. Of course, we cannot forget to 
thank all the elves who helped deliver 
the winnings and all those who just 
stepped in and lent a helping hand that 
night. We hope you all had a fun, re-
laxing evening, and a great holiday 
season. 

 

Debbie Sazma and Susan Sobyra 

Holiday Party Committee 



The 2009 Holiday Raffle was definitely a 
"mixed bag". When I arrived at the 
Odeum, there were already BOXES of 
items for the raffle table. All evening, the 
stuff just kept coming. We couldn't get 
items to the tables fast enough and soon 
became overwhelmed by the number of 
prizes. We combined a lot of smaller, re-
lated or complementary items into bigger 
prizes and lined the prizes up as closely as 
possible, and then added a back row of 
prizes. Next, we added several more ta-
bles. We also had some larger prizes be-
low the tables or next to them. We had 
dog toys, treats and accessories. We 
had holiday candles, ornaments, toys, ta-
bletop items, gift wrapping items, and 
decorations. There were toys, games, a set 
of weave poles, and a beautiful fresh holi-
day floral arrangement. I am amazed at 
the number of items donated by our 
members and guests. Thanks to all-
including but not limited to Carrie, Sue, 
Aimee, Virginia, Synoma, Kelly, and Dave 
for providing raffle assistance. Of course, 
the raffle would not be possible without 
our raffle master, Ron Gignac, and Jan 

Salzman. Seems that there were a few 
additional Ronettes this year to accom-
modate the huge number of prizes and 
to  assure that the winning tickets were 
drawn quickly and the prizes distrib-
uted efficiently. 

 

With the huge volume of raffle items 
donated, I feel a bit apprehensive about 
turning into scrooge, but the success of 
the raffle is a two-fold concept. We had 
a huge volume of donated prizes, but 
we fell short on ticket sales. Our raffles 
are supposed to be fun, and sometimes 
funny, but they are also a means of 
much needed fund-raising for the club. 
This year, our raffle ticket sales (which 
also includes several cash donations) 
was only about 60% of prior years-
despite the huge volume of prizes and 
high attendance at holiday party. With 
the current economic climate, most of 
us are thinking a little harder and hesi-
tating more often before parting with 
our money, but to keep it in perspec-
tive, if a hundred people (and there had 
to be more than a hundred people at 

the holiday party) had each bought $10 in 
raffle tickets, the club could have realized 
$1000 in this fundraising event. Ten dol-
lars is the cost of a movie, or going out to 
lunch. At the holiday party, you get a 
great meal with great friends, you have 
the opportunity to pick up something 
interesting at the raffle, and you even get 
to bring your best friend! The fun part of 
the raffle is the opportunity to win some 
interesting stuff. If you are at that point 
in your life that you don't need any more 
stuff, but want to support the effort, we 
gladly accept cash donations. And, if 
there is a prize that you absolutely, posi-
tively must have, we might be willing to 
pull it from the table if a reasonable (or 
generous) offer is made before the raffle 
begins.  

 

Again, thanks to all who donated to the 
raffle, bought raffle tickets, and assisted 
with the raffle table. Please let me know if 
you have ANY ideas regarding our next 
holiday raffle, or if you would like to vol-
unteer to assist.  

May Agility Trial Call for Volunteers by Tom Rezmer 

ple. We are examining other cost-
cutting ideas to reduce the trial 
costs. We need to make the trial profit-
able. It may be a surprise to some mem-
bers that the trial is usually not profit-
able and costs the club money. 

 

As a member of LTDTC, I am urging 
every member to get involved in volun-
teering as a steward for agility, rally or 
obedience at our club trial in May. We 
must make this trial a success, and that 
canõt be done without you. We need the 
help of every member! 

 

I will personally be speaking with every 
student in the agility classes to get a 
commitment for assistance at the trial. 
Contact me if you have any questions. 
Iõm an assistant instructor in the Agil-

ity 1 class that starts at 6:30pm if you 
need to speak with me. 

 

 

My name is Tom Rezmer, as a fellow 
LTDTC member and former board mem-
ber, I believe volunteering for club activi-
ties is important. I have volunteered to 
coordinate all of the agility volunteers for 
our trial on May 15th and 16th. We 
will have 2 rings each day that require 10 
positions each, for a total of 20 full-time 
volunteers per day. 

  

As all of you are aware, the club is going 
through financial difficulties as most or-
ganizations are during this economic 
downturn. The board has worked hard to 
make this trial possible. We have been 
able to get a full page ad into Front and 
Finish magazine, a premier magazine asso-
ciated with dog training. We have reduced 
our entry fees in order to draw more peo-
ple. We are giving out large cash prizes as 
a raffle for qualifiers to draw more peo-

Holiday Raffle on Candy Cane Lane by Laura Plasketes 
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For everyone training at LTDTC, you 
may not realize that each area of training 
(Rally, Obedience and Agility) has some-
one to oversee it so that our instructors 
are following a curriculum when teaching 
and our students are learning all they can 
to be successful in the show ring. Betty 
Smith serves our club as an Assistant 
Director of Training, overseeing the agil-
ity training for all class levels. Betty has 
been in this role for almost two years and 
makes sure to create or adapt agility 
courses for the classes to run each week. 
But you donõt join a club and become an 
Assistant Director of Training overnight. 
It takes a lifetime of experience. 

 

For Betty, dog training began in child-
hood. òMy parents got a Dalmatian, 
Sparky, when I was 7,ó said Betty. òMy 
Dad began training Sparky in a local park 
district class two years later and became 
ôhooked.ó Dad eventually became an AKC 
Obedience Judge. Within a few years we 
had five Dalmatians and after my Mom 
got a CD on our dog Lois, I took over her 
training. Lois and I got a CDX when I was 
13 or 14 and I trained her for Utility, but 
lost interest when the òsocialó aspects of 
being a teenager kicked in, so my Dad 
finished her UD.ó 

 

It was that òsocialó aspect that got Betty 
back into training. òAs an adult I got back 
into obedience training when my husband 
and I moved to Chicago and got our first 
dog, a Labrador Retriever. Buffy was an 
extreme challenge and although I took 
him through a number of classes at the 
Southside Dog Training Club, I didnõt 
show him.ó Then with shock Betty real-
ized, òThat means that as an adult Iõve 
been training for more than 35 yearsñOh 
my!!ó 

 

Betty and her husband moved to Hins-
dale, and got a second dog, a Golden Re-
triever, Tara. Betty trained her in one or 
two classes with Lyons (at the Mays Lake 
site), but didnõt join the club until a few 
years later when she began training Sophie 
(at St. Josephõs) and finally became a 
member of Lyons in the early 1980s work-
ing with three dogs in tracking in the late 
80s/early 90s. Through the years Betty has 

trained mostly Goldens, but also a Dal-
matian, a Lab, and a Cocker Spaniel. òWe 
inherited Ty and I worked with him in 
Tracking. He was really good at it, but I 
never entered him in a Tracking Test,ó 
said Betty. Currently Betty has Golden 
Retrievers Spencer (almost 13 and re-
tired), Mattie, and Jason. 

 

By her estimates, Betty first started as an 
obedience instructor in the mid 1990s. 
She taught Open and then Novice, with 
one session in Advanced Beginners. She 
has served on the LTDTC Board of Di-
rectors and Secretary of the Board in the 
1990s and was the chair of our Tracking 
Tests for a few years. More recently 
Betty assisted in the puppy class. òIõve 
been training in agility since 2004 and 
have been an agility instructor for about 
five years. I began in the beginning agility 
class and have been the competition agil-
ity instructor for almost two years.ó 

 

When asked why she enjoys being an 
instructor, Betty said, òIõm a retired ele-
mentary school teacher. I have always 
liked helping others learn, whether it 
involves improving reading or math skills 
or working with dogs.ó For Betty, the 
most important aspect of training dogs is 
having dogs that are easy and fun to live 
with. òI enjoy the challenge of teaching/
shaping a dog to do all aspects of the dog 
sports Iõve tried. I like participating in 
trials and knowing that all dogs can (in 
theory) be successfulña dog doesnõt 
have to win or beat other dogs in order 
to earn titles.ó 

 

Ah, but donõt let Betty fool you. She has 
worked hard to achieve titles with her 
dogs. In obedience she has earned 4 UDs 

with her dogs ðSophie, Tristan, 
Spencer, and just this past January, 
Mattie. Her dog Clipper had his 
CDX and TD, Lois CDX, and Tara 
CD. She has earned RN titles with 
Spencer and Mattie. And then there 
is agility. Tristan earned his NAJ; 
Spencer OAP and OJP; and Mattie 
AX, AXJ, OF. Mattie also has her 
Therapy Dog International (TDI) 
certification. While he has not earned 
any title yes, Betty is currently train-

ing Jason and has shown him in Nov-
ice agility and plans to show him in 
Novice obedience in the spring. 

 

With so many titles, it makes one think 
that training a dog and getting a title 
must be easyéright? But we all know 
that isnõt true. Even for the experi-
enced trainer, there is no such thing as 
an easy leg or title. òSophieõs UD took 
many, MANY trials ð more than 60 to 
get 3 Qs! She goofed different exercises 
at various shows, and often NQd in 
two or more exercises, so it was hard 
to train for any particular thing. Then 
in some trials she would do everything 
right until the last jump. But we finally 
succeeded and ended up qualifying two 
times in a row for her 3rd and 4th leg,ó 
said Betty. òI think (hope!) Iõm a better 
trainer now, although Tristanõs and 
Spencerõs UDs were also a challenge. 
Mattieõs recent accomplishment was a 
joy.ó 

 

So how does a handler train their dog 
to earn those legs and receive those 
qualifying ribbons? Bettyõs method is 
to train in obedience using mostly posi-
tive actions (praise, treats, toys) and she 
may use mild voice or collar correc-
tions once her dog understands what 
she is asking. In agility itõs all positive. 
The most important thing Betty has 
learned is that in agility, problems and 
mistakes are almost ALWAYS the han-
dlerõs fault! 

 

Betty said, òIf I could get my students 
to learn one thing, it would be to stop 
and praise their dog! In working with 
dogs in agility, students get caught up 

(Continued on page 5) 

Meet Betty Smith, Agility Instructor and Assistant Director of Training by Erin 

Rezmer 
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in the sequenceñthinking they have to 
complete a certain number of obstacles 
before stopping. Iõm guilty of this as well, 
but I try to remember to stop and praise/
treat/play with my dogs when they are 
successful at something that had been a 
trouble spot. For example, Mattie often 
runs òcleanó courses in trials (sheõs accu-
rate and doesnõt knock down any bars) but 
is too slow to qualifyñshe goes over the 
set course time. So Iõm working to speed 
her up, especially in weave poles, by stop-
ping to treat or throw a tennis ball after 
she does faster than normal weaves.ó She 
added, òA second goal for students whose 
dog knows the basics is to remember that 
agility is a sequence of obstacles. If the 
dog goes around a jump in practice, just 
redoing that jump doesnõt teach the han-
dler or the dog anything; you know the 
dog can jump. The handler should back-

(Continued from page 4) track and do one or more obstacles that 
came before the missed jump, working 
to improve handler position and cues.ó 

 

When youõve been training since child-
hood, youõre bound to get advice from 
everyone. But what you do with that 
advice can make all the difference in the 
world of dog training. Betty said there 
are a number of people whose advice 
has been beneficial to her over the 
years. òThe late Sharon Myers and the 
late Arlene Jansky both helped me with 
obedience,ó said Betty. òSally Davis, 
who now lives in Washington state, 
gave me many useful suggestions and 
great advice in obedience, tracking, and 
agility. I get good ideas and much en-
couragement almost every week from 
various Lyons members and trainers. I 
also take obedience and agility lessons 
from instructors outside of LTDTC, 
whose guidance and help I value very 

much.ó 

 

But life is not all about dog trainingéor 
is it? Bettyõs interests outside of LTDTC 
include volunteering each week at the 
Naperville Humane Society. Her and 
Mattie visit local libraries as part of TDIõs 
Children Reading to Dogs program. Per 
Betty, òWithout dogs my interests include 
reading a lot ð maybe mysteries, some 
agility and other dog books and articles, a 
lot of ôfluffó.ó Betty likes to golf and to 
go to dinner and plays, opera, concerts, 
etc. with non-doggie friends or her hus-
band Greg. I think that òsocialó aspect is 
coming into play again, but not to worry; 
Betty will still be teaching and earning 
those titles! 

My Son, the Firefighter by Mel Tomeczko 

to the press regarding the honor he 
received, òWe never once asked for any 
type of recognition. We were just doing 
what we were trained to do.ó 

You might be wondering why am I shar-
ing this with you in the clubõs dog train-
ing newsletter? Yes, Iõm a proud father, 
but also to remind everyone who trains at 
our club  of a very important lesson. Yes, 
training our dogs takes patience and can 
sometimes seem difficult, but it is also 
fun and rewarding. While we strive to 
earn those qualifying green ribbons in the 
show ring, just remember that the out-
come is not life or death. The real reward 
is when you can say, òWe had fun and we 
just did what we had trained to do.ó 

In December 2008, one of our fellow club 
members experienced not only the loss of 
her home, but her beloved animals due to 
a house fire. We sometimes take for 
granted the selfless acts of the firemen 
that help us in our time of need. Iõm 
proud to share with everyone the selfless 
act of my son, Nick Tomeczko.  

Nick received the Medal of Valor, along 
with fellow firefighter Patrick OõBrien, for 
their actions in the line of duty during a 
house fire in January 2009. While search-
ing the residence, he found a baby in its 
infant carrier. Because of his actions, the 4
-month old baby girl made a full recovery. 
What makes firefighters special can be 
summed up in a statement my son made 
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Although only a few weeks have passed 
since we sat down to a delicious dinner at 
the banquet, the evening was wonderful. 
As always, the excitement of the award 
recipients permeated the room, and the 
glow of proud faces as Bill handed them 
their award is always a pleasure to see. 
Hard work realized and pleasing applause 
from fellow members is always a thrill. 
Congratulations to all who accomplished a 
title, or two in 2009. 

 
Congratulations to our raffle winners. 
Raffle Master Ron Gignac called out 
names and numbers and happy members 
received their prizes. A $50 gift card  was 
won by me, Gail Meyers and a $75 gift 
card was won by Marilyn Lada. Anne 
Baker won the coveted cross-stitch por-
trait to be crafted by Meb Ingold. Gus 

Pusateriõs hand-crafted raised dog bowls 
were won by Phyllis Langer, and his 2x2 
weave poles were won by Aimee Busse. 
The 50/50 raffle was won by Roxilana 
Hays taking home $155. This year's 
grand prize was a flat-screen TV/DVD 
player. It was originally won by Sherry 
Gignac, but she decided to let someone 
else win it. Another name was drawn and 
Debbie Sazma became the lucky winner. 
And let's not forget the table raffles, 
hopefully every went home with a treas-
ure or two. 

 
If you couldn't come for one reason or 
another, please keep in mind that we'll 
do it all over again next year, and hope-
fully you'll be there enjoying dinner with 
us, winning a prize or two. Wouldn't it be 
nice if we all could go home with a title 

plaque or two? See you next year. 
 
Gail Meyers 
Banquet Chairperson  

Awards Banquet by Gail Meyers 
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Benõs Friends by Gail Meyers 

May, and Concorde Place on the second 
Thursday of April. These Thursday visits 
start at 2:00 PM. If you attend, please 
email me that you were there, so I have a 
record of all of your visits. 
 
So, if any of these things sound like some-
thing you'd like to do, please see me, I'm 
always happy to have more teams join us 
on a visit. You really don't know what 
you're missing if you are certified and 
aren't going out with us. It's something I 
can't explain, and something I don't want 
to miss. So, come on out with us, won't 
you? 

 

Gail Meyers 
Ben's Friends Coordinator 

We had to say good bye to DPP Certifier 
Nancy Lind from Rainbow AAT. Nancy 
has retired from being a Delta Society 
certifier. She has helped us tirelessly 
through the years, testing first TDI and 
later, Delta Society. Good luck to you, 
Nancy, in the coming years. We will miss 
you. I have, however, found a new certi-
fier, and the testing will go on. On March 
30th, Becky Jankowski will be coming to 
test our teams. If you know Becky please 
find a minute to perhaps stop by and say 
"Hi". 
 
Our usual visits continue, British Home in 
Brookfield on the second and fourth Sat-
urdays of the month at 1:00pm, Lexington 
on the second Thursday of March and 

We are doing some different things this 
year. For instance, once a month we are 
visiting Stone School in Addison, at least 
through May, that is. The children really 
love our visits and so do the dogs. If 
you're a Ben's Friend and think that this 
something you and your furry friend 
would enjoy doing, even once, let me 
know. We'd love to have you join us. 
 
We are also going to visit long time mem-
ber, Marge Barendt at her new home at 
Fairview Village. She has invited us to 
come for a visit and we anxious to go. She 
has a group of her new friends gathering 
to meet us. I'll let you know how that it 
goes in my next report. 
 



With spirit and optimism high, LTDTC 
had a lot to celebrate at the annual holiday 
party held December 15. Party goers were 
treated to wonderful assortment of great 
food, camaraderie and raffle prizes. 
LTDTC extends its gratitude to Debbie 
Sazma, Sue and George Sobrya, Gus 
Pusateri, Laura Plasketes and Ron Gignac 
for helping to make the celebration a true 
success.  

 

LTDTC continued the enthusiasm at the 
annual awards banquet held February 20 
celebrating all the achievements of 2009, 
looking forward to a strong future. As the 
club ramps up for our annual AKC agility, 
obedience and rally trials May 15-16, the 
future looks so bright, we gotta wear 
shades!  

In the Volunteers Spotlight ~ As we begin a 
new and exciting decade, itõs so important 
to recognize the hard work and dedication 
of long-time members. It is also pertinent 
to recognize all of our committee leaders 
for without them there wouldnõt be 
enough colors to weave the tapestry that 
makes LTDTC one unique club that has 
survived the winds of change for over 60 
years. 

 

It is also crucial we recognize and wel-
come (with open arms) all new volunteers. 
And we celebrate youth as they are the 
building blocks of our future. We salute 
the youngest helpers Kelly and Luke 
Murray (Phyllis Langerõs grandchildren) 
who volunteered at the annual holiday 
party raffle becoming the youngest 
òronettesó in club history. They hustled as 
they delivered raffle prizes to the winners 
and kept coming back for more! Not only 

did they serve with speed and endur-
ance, they were so polite! Our future 
dog trainers and club members. 

 

New Baby Announcement: Welcome 
LTDTCõs newest òlittleó human mem-
ber Mara Lorraine Pace. Born January 
22, 6lbs 10oz, 18ó tall to proud parents 
Aaron and Ashlee Pace, big sister Han-
nah and canine Toller sisters Cinder and 
Nadia. Welcome to Mel Tomeczkoõs 
new granddaughter Natalie Lynn born 
into the world on January 2, 2010. 

 

In consolation, our sympathies are ex-
tended to Bill Casey and his family for 
the recent loss of Jess, their Jack Russell 
Terrier. While many at LTDTC may not 
have known Jess, she had a long career 
as a òdog actressó starring in movies 
and commercials. Our condolences also 
go out to Helen Baloun and her family 
for the loss of her 12 yr old Doberman 
Pincher Max. Max retired from compe-
tition when he was 9 and earned many 
AKC and UKC obedience and agility 
titles. He also was in the Top 20 Dober-
mans in obedience three consecutive 
years in a row. Our condolences also go 
out to Carolyn Kurt on the loss of her 
beloved German Shepherd Lexi who 
earned obedience and tracking titles, 
and made therapy visits. Condolences 
also go out to Maureen McKenzie on 
the loss of her Pug, Schatzie. 

 

The Doggy Lama says: GrasshopperéóIf we 
had no winter, the spring would not be 
so pleasant: if we did not sometimes 
taste adversity, prosperity would not be 
so welcome.ó Anne Bradstreet Spring is 

the universal symbol of new beginnings 
and teaches us patience as we wait and 
watch a new flower bloom, opening its 
wings to the world. Similarly, like spring, 
patience in teaching our dogs is eminent 
as they blossom and develop. Enthusi-
asm, determination and courage drives us 
over all obstacles; and with it plants the 
seeds of appreciation for what we accom-
plish together.  

 

The LTDTC family warmly welcomes the 
follow-
ing new 
canine 
mem-
bers:  

Dal-Rhe 
North-
ern-Star 
Jasmine 
Ro call 
name 
Jasmine 
or Jazi  
who is 
busy 
training 

Kevin 
Grudem 

 

 

 

CH Home-
spunõs Work 
of Art  call 
name Giotto 
who is busy 
training Vir-
ginia Sensen-
brenner 

Pawsitively in the News by Aimee Busse 
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OBEDIENCE TITLE  
Andrew Ansenberger,  
Cocker Spaniel Oliver, CDX 
 
Sharon Detro, Coton de Tulear, Leila 
Mae, CD       
 

Linda Derr, Golden Retriever, 
Taffy,  CD       
 
Kevin Grudem, Golden Retriever,  
Kimi, CD       
 
Synoma Hays,  
Dachshund, Tarragon  CD       
 
Carolyn Kurt, 
German Shepherd Dog, Goscha, CD       
 
Pat Mauney, Shetland Sheepdog, Toby,  
CDX      

 

Judy Morganti,  
Labrador Retriever , Jersey, CDX      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erin Rezmer, Boxer, Kahlua, CD       
 
Karen Wierdak, Golden Retriever, 
Glory CD   

 
AGILITY TITLE   
Kevin Blair, Australian Shepherd, 
Toby  NAJ NA  
 
Jackie Ceres, Brittany, Jack NAJ  
 
Judy Morganti, Labrador Re-
triever, Jersey, NAJ NA OA NF  
 
Tom Rezmer, Boxer, Killian, NA, NAJ  
 
Debbie Sazma, Cocker Spaniel, Brandy, 
NJP NAP OAP OJP AXP  
 
Virginia Sensenbrenner, 
Cocker Spaniel, Basil, NFP  

2009 Member Titles by Andrew Ansenberger 
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Betty Smith, Golden Retriever,  
Mattie, OF AX  
 

Jim Wierdak,  
Golden Retriever, Marley, NF  
 
RALLY TITLE   
Jackie Ceres, Brittany, Tucker    RN  
 
Pam Crawford, Basett Hound, 
Holly     RAE RAE2  
 
Pam Crawford, Basset Hound, Red 
Rose  RE  
 
Paul Garrett, Dalmatian, Ivy RA  
 
Kevin Grudem, Golden Retriever, 
Kimi  RN  
 
Amy Hanrahan, Chinese Shar-Pei, Pea-
nut RE  
 
Synoma Hays, Dachshund, Tarragon  RN  
 



Synoma Hays, Dachshund, Asti  RN  
 
Marilyn Lada, Golden Retriever, Belle  RA 
RE  
 
Marilyn Lada, Golden Retriever, Wood 
E RN RA  
 
Marie Starsiak, Brittany, Delta     RAE  
 
 

Karen Wierdak, Golden Retriever, 
Glory  RN                   
 
Karen Wierdak, Golden Retriever, Mar-
ley RN  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OBEDIENCE TITLE TOP DOG  
Carolyn Kurt, German Shepherd Dog, 
Goscha, CD, 197.67 Average  
 
Pat Mauney, Shetland Sheepdog, Toby, 
CDX, 196.50 Average  
 
HONORABLE MENTIONS   
Sally Davis, Border Collie, Torch,  AKC 
Obedience Master 1 - OM1      
 
Sally Davis, Border Collie,Tyke, AKC 
HSAs Sheep Herding  
 

Carol Ely, Toy Poodle, Abby, TDAA 
Masters  
 
Carol Ely, Toy Poodle, Abby      AKC 
MXJ  
 
Carol Ely, Toy Poodle, Maqique   AKC 
AX  
 
Loretta Marchese, Shetland Sheepdog, 
Maggie, UKC RALLY - URO1  
 
 

Loretta Marchese, Shetland Sheepdog, 
Brandy, UKC RALLY - URO1  
 
Loretta Marchese, Shetland Sheep-
dog, Maggie, APDT RALLY - RL1  
 
Loretta Marchese, Shetland Sheepdog, 
Brandy, APDT RALLY - RL1  
 
Loretta Marchese, Shetland Sheepdog, 
Brandy, UKC Agility AGII  
 
Nancy Pritz, Belgian Malinois, 
Kimo,  UKC Obedience - CD  
 
Virginia Sensenbrenner, Cocker Spaniel, 
Basil, APDT Rally - RL1  
 
Virginia Sensenbrenner, Cocker Spaniel, 
Basil, CPE Agility Level 3  
 
Virginia Sensenbrenner, Cocker Span-
iel, Basil, CPE Agility Standard Level 3  
 
Jason Sheldon , Rat Terrier, Jor-
dan    AKC Tracking Dog - TD  
 
Marie Starsiak, Brittany, Delta     AKC JH 
- Junior Hunter  
 
 

AKC American Kennel Club;  

APDT The Association of Pet Dog 
Trainers;  

CPE Canine Performance Events;  

TDAA Teacup Dogs Agility Associa-
tion;  

UKC United Kennel Club  
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